Open Letter to the People of Ecuador

Chevron is sympathetic to the plight of the citizens of the Oriente. The area is plagued by a lack
of infrastructure, crime and poor living conditions. However, we firmly reject the notion that
Chevron should be held accountable for addressing the overall problems of the region, caused
because the government and the state oil company who are unwilling or unable to shoulder their
responsibility.

For almost four years, a Court in Lago Agrio, Ecuador has been collecting evidence to determine
the validity of claims that Texaco Petroleum Company is somehow responsible for the current
environmental condition of the Oriente region of the Ecuadorian Amazon.

During this time, there have been many headlines from lawyers and activists condemning Texaco
Petroleum Company for its environmental track record, despite the fact the company has not
operated in Ecuador for the last 17 years.

While this very aggressive extrajudicial campaign makes for interesting news, the publicity is
silently overshadowed by a mountain of evidence and a legal, science and factual record that has
been generated over three years through 47 court-ordered oil field inspections and more than
1,200 water and soil samples. From the credible evidence submitted to the Court, the record
shows that Texaco Petroleum Company’s remediation was properly conducted and met the
requirements of the Government of Ecuador. In fact:

o Between 1995 and 1998, Texaco completed a $40 million environmental remediation
program reflective of Texaco’s approximate 1/3 share of the oil-producing consortium with
Petroecuador.

o In 1998, the Government of Ecuador declared the remediation met Ecuadorian and
international standards and released Texaco from future obligations or liabilities.

e Greater than 99 percent of all drinking water samples meet safe drinking limits for petroleum
compounds as defined by the World Health Organization.

e Greater than 99 percent of all soil samples collected from Texaco Petroleum Company-
remediated areas confirm that the remediation met the standards set by the Government of
Ecuador and that the remediated areas pose no significant risk to human health.

The scientific evidence is clear. The people of the Oriente region face no significant oil-related
threat to public health in the areas remediated by Texaco Petroleum Company.

This is not to say that oil production in the Oriente has been without impact. To the contrary, one
needs to look no further than the legacy of environmental contamination attributable to
Petroecuador. The simple truth is that the existing oil contamination of the Oriente is the
acknowledged responsibility of Petroecuador.

But lawyers and their activists don’t want you to know this since there’s no money to be made in
taking Petroecuador to Court. Yet, these are the facts:

e Petroecuador owned 62.5 percent of the consortium and has been the sole operator of the oil
fields for almost two decades.



e For 17 years, Petroecuador has ignored its legal obligations to remediate the areas outside of
Texaco Petroleum Company’s responsibility, for which Texaco Petroleum Company was
fully released of any further environmental obligations under an agreement between the
Government, Petroecuador and Texaco Petroleum Company.

e According to publicly available information, Petroecuador has recorded 882 oil spills just in
the period from 2002 to 2006 alone.

e Petroecuador has publicly admitted that it is responsible for cleaning up the pits and spills in
the Amazon.

Simply put, anyone looking for the source of oil contamination in the Oriente need look no
further than Petroecuador. But trial lawyers don’t want to talk about Petroecuador. And there’s a
lot more they don’t want to talk about as well, like the fact they are failing to prove their case in
the Lago Agrio Court.

The plaintiffs’ attorneys don’t want you to know that:

e More than 75 percent of the soil and water samples collected by the plaintiffs come from
areas outside of Texaco Petroleum Company’s responsibility, often from areas around
Petroecuador pits and spills.

e Every soil and water sample submitted by the plaintiffs’ experts during the first three and half
years of the case has been analyzed by an unaccredited laboratory, meaning that the results
are scientifically unreliable and pose little legal value.

e For more than 15 months, the Civil Court of Pichincha has been trying to inspect the
plaintiffs’ main laboratory in order to determine if it is qualified to perform the necessary soil
and water analyses. On seven separate occasions lawyers for the plaintiffs and the laboratory
have obstructed justice and blocked the Judge’s inspection.

e According to the Government of Ecuador’s official data, cancer death rates are higher around
Quito than they are in the area around Lago Agtrio.

o Some of the world’s leading epidemiologists and scientific experts have reviewed studies
used by the plaintiffs to support their claims and each expert independently determined that
they are flawed, biased and inconclusive.

e Bacterial contamination from human or animal waste has been found in 90 percent of
drinking water samples taken by Chevron experts in the Oriente and is likely the origin of
many of the area’s health problems.

e The Government of Ecuador declared that Texaco Petroleum Company’s clean up was
effective and released Texaco Petroleum Company from any future environmental liabilities.

Chevron will always encourage the international community to visit Ecuador as we believe that if
the complete legal and scientific record from the trial is objectively analyzed, irrefutable evidence
shows that Texaco acted responsibly.

Citizens of Ecuador, as well as the international community, deserve to know that the government
of Ecuador and Petroecuador are responsible for what is happening in the Oriente. The health of
its people and the environment are too important for the dishonesty to continue.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


